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TAGS: CARR (BAYS , JOSEPH A.) 

SUBJECT: DETENTION OF MASONIC ORDER MEMBERS 

REF: 77 JIDDA 8842 

1 . DURING CALL 17 APRIL 1978, ON HRH PRINCE NAIF BIN ABDULLAZIZ 
ON ANOTHER AMCIT ARREST CASE (SEPTEL), DCM AND CONSUL GENERAL 
TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO RAISE CASE OF BAYS, FRANCE AND FREYGANG, 
ARRESTED DURING POLICE RAID ON MASONIC LODGE MMEETING 4 OCTOBER 
1977. AFTER MONTH OF INTERROGATION, THE THREE MEN WERE RELEASED 
BUT HAVE NOT BEEN PERMITTED TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY. 

2. PRINCE NAIF RESPONDED THAT WHAT MEN WERE DOING WAS ILLEGAL 
UNDER SAUDI LAW AND WAS DIRECTIED AGAINST THE STATES RELIGION, 
ISLAM. HE REALIZED THEY COULD HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF LAW, BUT 
WONDERED WHY THEY MET IN SECRET IF THEY WERE REALLY UNAWARE 
MEETING WAS ILLEGAL. DCM POINTED OUT THAT MASONIC ORDER 

NOT RPT NOT ILLEGAL IN US AND LODGES MET REGULARLY ALL ACROSS 
THE COUNTRY. PEOPLE INVOLVED IN MEETING DID NOT HAVE 
ANY POLITICAL MOTIVES OR HOSTILE INTENTIONS TOWARDS 
SAUDI ARABIA. 

3. PRINCE NAIF REPEATED HIS POSITION, BUT PROMISED TO 
REVEIW CASE AND IF "CRIME" NOT TOO SERIOUS, HE MIGHT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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INTERVENE. IN TURN, HE ASKED EMBASSY TO LEAD EDUCATIONAL 
CAMPAIGN TO MAKE AMERICAN RESIDENTS MORE AWARE OF SAUDI 
LAW AND THEIR OBLIGATION TO RESPECT IT. WE ASSURED 
PRINCE ALL ELEMENTS OF EMBASSY WERE ACTIVE IN SUCH 
PROGRAM, ESPECIALLLY CONSULAR AND COMMERCIAL SECTIONS. 
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